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Introduction
Explanation: This is a story about Jesus that involves a synagogue, which has been in the new lately. It also involves a Roman military man, a sick slave, some town officials, and the power of Jesus. 
Jesus is back in the village of Capernaum. Capernaum today is visited for two reasons: the ruins of the Jewish synagogue and of a home that possibly belonged to Peter.
We now learn something more about this synagogue. It was funded by a wealthy Roman centurion who must have lived in the area. A centurion was in command of 100 men and was paid 15x the regular soldiers wage – plus spoil. 
His servant had fallen ill, and whether he had heard of Jesus, or whether the Jewish elders suggested him, he sent them to talk to Jesus on his own behalf. 
The elders ‘plead’ with Jesus, giving their reasons, such as: the centurion loves our nation and has built us a synagogue. 
So, Jesus goes with them, but when he is on his way, sends another delegation of friends to tell him to not to go to too much bother. The centurion reasons, that, he is ‘unworthy’ to have Jesus under his roof. This is interesting, because, as a Gentile, a Jewish rabbi like Jesus wouldn’t want to defile himself by coming into his house. The Jewish Mishnah says, “The dwelling places of the Gentiles are unclean.” Was that a problem for Jesus?
He gives another, positive view, that Jesus can simply speak healing into the life of the servant, and he will be saved – from a distance. The centurion knows this, because that is how his life works.
Jesus is expresses admiration and respect (not surprise) at the centurion’s faith, a faith that stands out even in Israel, the land of faith and people of faith.
The slave is then miraculously healed.
Transition: This is a story about faith, specifically, the kind of faith that saves It is about the kind of faith that fills God with admiration and respect. Here, in this story we see faith that:
a. Trusts in the unseen
b. Humbly expresses unworthiness
c. Is yet hopeful that God will help
d. Trust in God
e. Doesn’t try to manipulate or control God
f. And is ultimately accepted by God
That list, you might say, is what faith should be. So, what is so special about this that Jesus says; “I tell you…”? It is the fact that the faith comes from someone who is was the wrong racial group, wrong class, and wrong religion.
It should encourage us to see that God is not bound by our expectations of who he is willing to help.
1. Do we limit God to certain racial groups?
(Alex the Ethiopian) For a person living in Jesus’ time the Centurion in this story has a major obstacle to coming to faith: he is a Gentile. Everyone then knew that God’s salvation was for the Jew. He was not a Jew. Yet, Jesus said that this man’s faith exceeded that of the Jews.
What are your expectations for the people around here? Pacifica? Maori? Pakeha? Indians (Sikh, Hindu)? Chinese? English?
If we think that someone or a group of people are not going to respond favourably to God, then how does that affect the way we approach them?
Jesus set off for this man’s house quite happily.
2. Do we expect certain classes to reject God?
The other thing that comes out in this passage is the contrast between this man’s power and his faith. He is a man who is used to giving orders, and is only answerable to his superiors. He is a man who is far more wealthy than anyone else, such that he either funded himself, or used his position to get the local synagogue built.
This is an Owen Glenn or Graeme Hart. This is a man who can make things happen simply by giving an order.
What is your view of such people? Do they need God in their lives? Are they capable of faith? 
This man’s power and wealth is no barrier to Jesus. He set’s off for his house quite happily.
3. Do we value good people above bad people?
Well, what a wonderful man. He cares for his slave. He has been generous to the local community. He respects Jewish culture and faith. He is, in the words of the elders ‘worthy’ (4). People like him and are ready to help him out.
But, as Jesus sets out for his house he meets his friends who say, “Just speak the word…”for I am not worthy.” He recognises that for all his worthiness, he is unworthy in the presence of God. ‘Just speak the word…’ Ps.39:9; 107:20
This is real faith that saves. It is the attitude that everyone must have when they come to Jesus.
Whoever you are: race, culture, upbringing, wealth, status, good deeds, bad deeds….True faith looks at Jesus and says, “I am not worthy…just speask the word.”
Conclusion: You might be in such a position yourself today. Do you think that you can’t be one of Jesus’ followers when you look around? Do you think that you are not worthy? No one is worthy. That is why faith kicks in.
If you do trust in Jesus today, don’t let barriers get in your way: language, culture, religion, status, wealth. None of these things are barriers. As God has given you faith to believe in the name of Jesus, so too can he give faith to others.
